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Aerber a Death-bed Repent acce ma 
be {mcere ? . 

Ani, There is an infnire 
hazard rhar atrends a DEAT H- 
BED Repent ance. Then venture 
we Eternity upon your Laff breath make Religion your car- 
ly, your continual Bufinefs, your Dury, your Obligation ; 
which will adminifter a delightful Reflediio on your fol- 
lowing years; prove the trueft Fragality and Improve- 
ment of Time, the greareft Eafe and Quier, comfort and 
{3fery both of Life and Death, Ail men {eek tlic Lord 
fome ame or other, only wife men betimes, while he 


Dr, Lloyd aa May be found. —— * All forts of men, (/ays 6 Learn: é 
+ fipmarn- © © Writer) chat have gone before us in'o antrernat 


st flare, have left this great Obfervation behind them, Tha~ 
“ ypon Experience they have found, thar what Wain 
‘6 Thoughts focver men may in the heat of thetr Yourl 
«and Luft enrerrain of Religion, they will fooner or 
© Jater feel a Teftimovy God harh given ir in every mans 
‘« breaft, which will one day make them ferious, enher 
«« by the inexpreflible Fears, Terror and Agoniesct a 
« eroubled mind, or the ancenceivable Peace, Cortore 
*¢ and joy of a good confcience. ——-Of this Truth we 
think the Penitemsal Letrer written bySir DUNCOMB 
COLCHESTER, late of Weftbury in Gluceiferfhire 
(which Letter {s affixt to Mr. TURNER's Effay xpon 
the Borks of Creation and Providence, Newly pobdlifht; 
is perheps as Eutraordinary en inftance as this prefeut 
Age has either read or heard of ; And char his Repen- 
cance was fincere, is evident by his caufing (in hie Life- 
rune) the faid LETTER, co be read in the Parifh-Chur- 
ches of Michtl-Deas (the “place feat which he lived ) 
znd Weflbury 5 and {hewn co fach Gentlemen, Friends-and 
uibers, as might bring God moft-Glory. And as a further 
Aggument of his fiancerity, he figned and delrvered the fasd 
LEITER, inthe prefence of jeveral of Aw Friends, He 
contidued his REPENTANCE and RESOLUTION to 
che Laft, often, aad very iecely declaring upon all Oges- 
fyons rhe Horrour be had fuffered in bis Soul for bis fiifad 
Life pail, far exceeding all chat he had fuffered im his Eo 
dy, witcll was very great; his fence of the minderful mer- 
cy of God tohim, and thar he would die rather than commit 
the feat willful fin.—- For @ further account of this Ex- 
traordinary Inftance, we'refer you to Mr, FURWER’s: 
EsSAY (before amentioned), ‘where you'll find a\ true 
Copy of this, Letter, sich orher Enfiances of the like.Na- 
ture. =. ‘We ought to take Example by fach Inflances as 
thefe, to be ferious to the matrer of our Erernal concern- 
mens; and not 16 put off om Repentance to a Deathbed, 
ieft we be made Examples our felves,- As fo the 
Queftion, Wherhér a Death.bed Repentance may be fracerg e 
We aniwer, inthe Words of alate Anchor: “ Jr's:ta 
* vain to ask whether God cannot {ave a Man after a. vict- 
« ous life, fince bis oa Will feems to refiraim bis Power 5 
“* that he will not fzv2 men without a recovery to Lolinefs. 
« prety Holy, Ju, and True, as well as Merciful, The 
fime word that Informs qs Ze as merciful and gracious, 
likewite cells us, Ae will by no means clear the guilty, Thar 
if w2 live after the fefh, we fhall die, That he cannot lye, 
nor deny Aimfelf. I bave no pleafure in the death of bic 
that dieth, faith the Lard wherefore turn your felves, and 
tive; (mplyintg, except we turn to him, his Adercy will do 
wang good, Whar Reafon have we to expat it, which 
we hive ufed to evil purpofes, and his difhonour? Thar 
he fhould work- Miracles for us, while we de(pil@ che 
means ? Canfe'the Santo land fill for ws, becaule we 
have tried away our day? Tarn ftones into Bread, for 
ws who have been flothful, and are ready co perifh ? 
Thar he fhould ftand ready for-us with that grace at laft, 
Which we have fo long ralufed and rejected. God is as 
peremptory for the Tame, and. Seafon, as for the Duty ic 
fcif. There's @ Time when he will vot be found, tor 
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sccept our Offering. The Day of Grace, lilteth nor fo’ 


long as the day of his Patience : The fruitlefs Fig-cree 
ftood {till ia the Vineyard, uncur down, but withered 
away under thar faral Curfe 3 Newer Fract grow on thee 
more. hohe will pardoa the Intirmities of che fincere, 
yer ehere’s @ certain Period jet for the return of fiers, be- 
r nd which, all their Induftry is ineffitual, Jerujalem neg- 
tected the day of her Vifitation, and the things of ber 
fcace were irrevocably hid from her Byes: Ejau found 
no place of Repentance (in his Father). tho he tk ught ic 
carciully with Tears: The Foolifh Virgins faw, and were 
troudled, that they wanced Oi, and endeavoured atter it, 
but too lace, the door was fhut, and no knocking powerful 
enough for thesr admijfion, ; 

_ The detign of the Parable of the Veneyard, (fo grotly 
aousa) where thofe chat went into ic at the dy bea 
vere rewarded equally with thofe rhart bore rhe burden a 
heat of the day; was to teach the Fews, thar, cho God 
had chofe them firit to be his People, yer ar the Elevent/s 
hour(i.e.in Gofpei Times,or end of the world ) He would 
call in, accept of, and reward the Genriles as largely as 
Mey, notwitiftanding their repining and murmuring at 
this his Grace and Mercy; the reward beieg 80 all pf Grace, 
and not of Delt. At lealk y's no Advantage or Encou- 
ragement to thofe that ar¢ call’d upon and ingaged, yet 
refufe, and delay coming in, till ol Age; Adjourn thers 
ferving God, to thcit going out of the worlds for thofe, 
that went in at che Eleventh bour, were not call'd before, 
but found sanding Idle, becaufe no man had bired them. 

And as for the Yhitf upon the Croft, it’s a bare Example, 
not confirmd by any Promife; It’s a fingle Example, 
witheuc a parallel in the whole Word of God: It’s an 
extraordinary Example ranked among the Miracles Chuilt 
wrought when he left the world: It’s an example imper- 
tinently alledg’d to warrant d2/ay in ws, whe haye the found 
of the Gofpel continually in our Ears, yet wretchedly 
cheat our felves of the Remedy of our milerable Conditi- 
on, by adjourning the ufe of it toa late and uncertain 
{uturity, which feldom or never fucceeds iwel!. Vain 
Men, to conclude an UniverGl Law, from one fingle Jn- 
flance ; a perjonal Grace and Priviledge, extended to that. 
one perfon, that ftood clofe to thar facrifice, chat was of- 
‘fering it felfup to God; when the Conqueror was Tri- 
umphing over Principalitics and Powers, and making a 
thew of them openly upon the Crofs; and difplaying 
the Power of che dying Mediaror, to forgive fins in his 
loweft Humiliation. The Scriprures, chat are an Hifto- 
ry of more than Five Thouland years, have but this one 
Inflance ot one accepted upon a Death-Bed: Repentance ; 
andin that, fucl an-extraordinary Conjunétion of Cir- 
cumftances, as will never fall out again, Noman pra 
ih 2 Chyshianity, bath any Reafon to expel to fareias this 
; i) did, till Chrift come into the world, and fuffer again, 
and that between twa Thieves, and be be alive at that time 
and place where he {uffers, and be one of the Thiever, and the 
good one too 5 exercitiag fo many Aas of:a true Kepen- 
tance and lively Faich in Chrift, whea (probably ) firft 
Preached ro him; when-he faw him-info defpicable a 
ftace, under al) che Infamy and Mifery of a fhameful and 
painiul Death, and nothing to make fach a greatnefs as 
he afcribed to him, probable; which will. newer bed 
But further concerning the Thsef upom the Crofs, it is 

Firfl, That ic appears not of him, (nor have we 
any reafon to charge it.on him) thar, he ever sprocra- 
finated, or parol polted off his Converfion to sbis fs 
late a dates and fo he will not be matter of Comfort to 
them that do. . 

Secondly, That as far a3 we have any knowledge, he 
feems not ever t0 have heard of Chrift, ac leatt, to have 
been called on infirndied -by him, wll. Vie “oxct hit up- 
on tite Crojs 5 aid eotilequently he can be no Prefidedt 
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co anvilat have lived an Age, or great part of it, ute 
der the pesching of the Gofpel. 

Tisrdly, Thae for the Thief to be converted then, and 
beliewe in Chrift in that Mate of greateft Humility, upon 
the Crofs, (which fo fcandalized tke Fews, when by all 
other Motives they were inclined to believe on him_) 
was amoft norable, illuftrions eminent Act of Faith, and 
cught in any reafon to be preferred before that which is 
ordinarily {ouna among men, ‘ 

Fourthly hac it was accompanyed with as many Effeds 
ot fincere Converfion as thac condition was capable of, 
Confelfion of Chrift, and devout Prayer to him for bis Mercy, 

remembrance when he came to bts Kingdom. 

fifihly, That it was not exrorted by che fear of Death, 
bur proceeded from a fight and acknowledgment of the 
Innocency and Power of Chrift, even upon the Crofs ; and 
chis wes an Argument ro him(clf and others, (and was, 
ir feems, fo acknowledged by Chrift) of the fincerity of 
his Faith, and Converfion to God; and that being fuppofed 
fincere, will nndoubtedly be accepted, be u never fo 
“are, 

Sixthly, This was done by the Thief in the midft of 
e!! Temptations to the contrary; the Crofs one great Temp- 
ration, and {uch as almoft all che Disciples were fhaken 
vidis and befides, the other Thief was his Tempter to 
the contrary, railing on Chrifl, &c. Luk, 23. 39. And al) 
she chief Prieits, and Scribes, and Elders mocked him, and 
rhey that palled by reviled bim,wagging thetr beads, Mat.27- 
And fo thar rew-comvert-Thicf was a fingular perion,almoit 
the only Confegir in the company. Thele particulars be- 
ing oblerved, will give us realon to a knowledge the 
diflerence preat betwixt the example ot the Thy, and 
any that make ufe of thacexample ro defer thesr Repea- 
rance till the lalt;and will confequently advertije us, that 
though it freceeded very well to him, it may facceed 
very tra us. 

They dreadfully miftake rhemfcives, that crowd up 
Repantance into fp narrow a Room, as a Sick, Bed, when 
Men have (carce Time to reckon up all soap ontaegy vd 
Durics that make it up. That imagine the Tree thar 
hath been always Barren, fhould joins, Lealy good Fruit 
now it 18 acurting down: That a manfhould live a life of 
Holinefs, when he is juft a dying :, That a weak infirm 
Perfon, of difabled, difturbed Faculties, fhould build that 
i three days, which others, norwithflamding all their 
Abilities and Dillgence, find hard etoagh todo in forty 
Years; That thoie who have had the knowledge of God, 
and been call’d upon all their lives to give up themielves 
to him,{hould be accepted when they poar out to him in- 
tiead of the generous Spirits of Lift, the Lees and Dreggs 
of it When the blood cools in the Veins, and the Spt- 
rits are ready to fland flill, the feafon of che pleafures of fin 
is over, and a man is mo longer co live where they are 5 
0 caft himfelf upon Religion, when there’s nothing elle 
co vie with it, When al! things elfe fail: Thar he muft 
rake usin at night, tho he hah in vain ftretch’d our re 
us nis hand all theday long; as if this ftate were prepared 
only for a (lage for mento adt their Vices and Exorbitances 
wpon; and then God fhould remove them to Heaven, that 
have but jufl begun te acknowledge him by fome weak 
Devouor, extortedeven out of necefliry, and given the 
bulk of their time to fin ; that have facrificed the Male 
of ther Fick to Zul, and even with impious defigas 
kepe the corrupr thing for him. That the eafie Yoak, 
the light Burchen, which coft the Son of God his Life to 
obtain Heaven upon, an intolerable Load, and to be had 
on eafier Terms, “PharGod Mould have only the faint 
and feeble fervices of @ Death-bed, for hif Mercies voucbfafed 
us all omy days > That he fhou!d accept of fuch a Com- 
mutations «+7 the Obedicace due to him, as a Death-bed- 
Repentance, a few Sighs, and Groans, Tears, Promifes, 
re-rtrerings of Devotion, in exchange for all our Duties, 
fuficiene 16 exprate a whole life of Impiety, with a breath 
eo retraad ali the difhonour we have done him in it;as ifhe 
hed made uso take the Delights he moft abhors,and after 
al! to give us fiich a Sfupendiogs Reward. From the Word 
of Gol Menhave no Promije to watrant fach a Confidence ; 
li they have; let them thew ir; if they have not, they 
muft teank (or rather Condemn_) thtmfelves, for ring- 
tag themelves inco @ Condition without the Covenant, 
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withouta promife, hepele[s, and miferable.And ch! how mife. 
rable multhe needs be, that lyes upon the drink of Erer- 
nity, encountering the throws and horrers of an Imminent 
Difjelution,the deubrs what will become of him in another 
World, the fears of Zell, the uproars of a guilty Confci- 
ence; whom God hath left to the Boyling Sea of his 
own Terrors, and thrown him out mo Anchor of Hope. 
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davertifements, 


cp The Letter written by Sir DUN- 
COMB COLCHESTER, a little before 
his Death; containing his REMARK- 
ABLE PENITENCE (which Letter 
was read Publickly, by his Order, inthe 
Parifh-Churches of Michel-Dean — and 
Weflbury) is now publifht, with other 
ate Inftances of that Nature. All which 
arcannext to Mr. TURNER’s Effay up- 
on the Works of Creation and Providence, 
publifh’d this Week. ‘Towhich ESSAY 
is added a SCHEME of the Hiflory of 
Remarkable Providences, now pieparing 
for the Prefs. As alfoa large SPECI 
MEN of that Work. Price bound 2s. 


Bo" The Undertaker of the Hiflory of Re- 
markable Prowsdences( now preparing for the Prefs, 
oF the Reveread Mr.7urnev) having received from 
three ercdible perfomy living in Somthwark, Gn 


Crtraovinary Collection of late Lemat- 
kable [Dwwldences, &Kc. this is to give em 
Notice, that they will all (according to their de- 
fire) be interted in the fasd Work, under proper 
Heads. This is alfo to defire ‘emato fend thote fur- 
ther Accounts they promis'd to fend as well at- 
tefted as thofe they have already fent 3 and that 
they would do it with what {peed they can.---- 
The firft of September next is the longelt time 
allowed for taking in Subfcriptions for the {aid 
Work.--—Propofals and Specimens, giving a full 
Account of this Work are to Awe of Fob 
Dunten, at the Raven in Jewen-fireetand of moft 
Boekfellers in London and the Coustry, 


Some Remarkable Paffages inthe LIFE 


and DE A TH of her Late Majefty, aot bitherto made 
publick, asthey were delivered in a Funeral Oration ; 
Pronounc’d by Publick Authority , in the Hall of the 
Mott Iluftrious States, upon the Day of the Royal Ob- 
jequies , March 5. 169% By: FRANCIS 
SPANHEIMIUVS, FF, Chief Profeffor 
of the Academy of Leydenx——Done into Englif} 
from the Latin Original. Price 1 s. 

t® Mr. Sauls’s Tranflation of the 2d Volume of 
Malbranahe’s Search after Truth. To which is added the 
Life of Malbranche. | 
_ {2% All four Printed for sfobn Dunton, at the Raven 
in Fewer-Sreet, And may alfo be had of Edm. Rick 
ardfon near the Poultrey-Ehurch, - 

a% If any Minifier’s Widow, or other — perfon 
have any Library, or. parcel of books to difpole of, 
if they will fend a Catalogue of them, or notice 
where they are, to. John Duuton, at the Raven in 
Fewen-fireet, they fhall have ready mony for them, 
tothe full of what they are worth. 
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